Molalla River Watch is
dedicated to the
enhancement,
restoration, protection,
beautification, and
preservation of the
Molalla River Watershed
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Winter-Spring 2015

Come Help Beautify the Molalla River!
Mark your calendars for our
yearly spring cleanup and enhancement event. Our river
cleanup is part of the statewide
SOLVE IT Earth Day Event.
Join us at 9 am on Saturday,
April 18 at Feyrer Park.
Come and register for the event
at Feyrer Park on the day of the
event or you can pre-register
from the SOLVE website at the
following link, http://
www.solveoregon.org/getinvolved/events/molalla-rivercleanup-enhancement.

Board of Directors

Bill Taylor- Board Chair
David Adams- Vice-Chair
Becky Wolf
Melissa Gentry– Sec./Treas.
Jan Rose

Staff
Kay Patteson- Executive Director
Asako Yamamuro- Restoration
Project Coordinator

Inside this issue:

Please come prepared with
gloves, sturdy shoes, and appropriate clothes for the weather.
After registration and instructions, volunteers will disperse to
the Molalla River Corridor and
other public river access areas
near Molalla for river cleanup,
trail work, or enhancement

During our Fall River Cleanup and Enhancement event, Scout
Troop 161 helped plant 155 native trees & shrubs. Last year’s
fall and spring SOLVE events brought out a total of 86 volunteers!
activities.

Appreciation Barbecue.

After helping to make the Molalla River more beautiful, we
will all return to Feyrer Park in
the afternoon for a Volunteer

If you have any questions, please
contact Kay Patteson at 503824-2195 or riverwatch@molalla.net.
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sending you a form
asking permission to
survey the stream that
is mapped on your
property. This April
and May, we will conduct fish surveys on
smaller streams in the
lower portion of the
Molalla River Watershed and the Milk
Landowner with fish from his stream.
Creek Watershed.
Photo by Ted Labbe.
These surveys will
provide a more accuIf you are a streamside landown- rate picture of where fish live by
er, Molalla River Watch may be
looking at smaller streams that

have never been surveyed.
The sheer number of smaller
streams makes them especially
important because they impact
larger rivers downstream.
Smaller streams also provide
very important cooler refuge
habitats during warmer months
for fish and other wildlife that
depend on cold water. The
information from these surveys
will help guide future stream
habitat protection and restoration efforts.
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Notes from the Chair

article by Bill Taylor

Of

the years that I have been
involved with Molalla River Watch, the past
two years have been the most rewarding.
Thanks to all those who have helped make
our awesome Molalla River a better place.
As construction of the two beautiful BLM
campgrounds was winding down, MRW
began work restoring many of the heavily
impacted and degraded sites scattered
along the upper river. MRW received a
$15,000 DEQ Oregon 319 Nonpoint
Source Implementation Grant. Federal
funds were made available through the
Clean Water Act. Matching funds from
various sources boosted the total value of
the project budget to over $28,000. Contributing partners include the Salem BLM,
Clackamas County Soil & Water Conservation District and Canby Utility Board. Wilderness International Conservation crews,

Molalla River Watch volunteers and scouts have
planted, mulched, and
watered 2400 native
plants. More planting is
planned for the coming
year.
The BLM’s Recreation
Plan calls for improveWilderness International Youth Crew works on
ments to the Molalla Trail trail along the Molalla River with Bill (far right).
System that reduce erosion and trail maintenance. Youth work
Asako says “I am passionate about
crews and volunteers have completed
protecting watersheds. I like the
improvements to nine trail segments.
aspect of working for a community
More projects are in the planning phase.
and with people interested in preserving their watershed.” In her
I am excited to introduce Asako Yamafree time, she enjoys hiking, campmuro as our new Restoration Project
ing, creating art,
Coordinator. Asako has been getting to
and learning about
know landowners in the watershed and
animals and nature.
exploring streams and wetlands. She
Asako has shown
studied stream ecology as part of
that she has many
her graduate curriculum and foskills which will
cused her research on aquatic
benefit MRW.
insects. She has a Master’s Degree
from the University of Notre
Much of the funding
Dame in Biological Sciences and a
for Asako’s partDoctorate from Oregon State
time position was provided through
University in Zoology. Asako also
a generous grant from Clackamas
has experience as a fisheries and
County Soil & Water Conservation
hydrology technician working for
District.
the Olympic National Forest and
the Willamette National Forest.

Volunteers planting the Bobcat restoration site at last year’s
spring SOLVE event.

Canyon Creek Restoration
Molalla River Watch received an
Oregon Watershed Enhancement
Board Small Grant for a project
on Canyon Creek near Colton. A
levee, which blocked several side
channels to form a pond, was

article by Kay Patteson

removed. The project restored
flow in the side channels, critical
habitat for fish and prevented
fish entrapment during low summer flow.

Milk Creek Watershed Celebration

Claudia, the Chinook salmon, educating Milk
Creek Watershed Celebration attendees
about the salmon life cycle. Photo by Lisa
Kilder.

Molalla River Watch partnered
with Clackamas County Soil and
Water Conservation District and
other local organizations to entertain and inform community
members about restoration pro-

article by
Kay Patteson

jects and the great habitat on
Milk Creek and other tributaries
of the Molalla River. Over 100
people joined in the fun at Camp
Adams!
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Oregon Chub: A Fortunate Fish

Oregon chub. Photo by Rick Swart.
The Oregon chub is doing
much better! In fact, the Oregon chub population is large
enough that it has been taken
off the federal Endangered
Species List! It went from
around 1,000 individuals in
1993 to an estimated 140,000
fish today! The Oregon chub is
the first fish in the United
States to be taken off the Endangered Species List.
Our Molalla River has played a

large part in this delisting. The
Oregon chub that live in the
Molalla River seem to be
healthy and thriving. Molalla
River Watch was recognized as
one of many groups to help
partner in Oregon chub recovery efforts. In 2013, Native
Fish Investigations Program
biologists partnered with Molalla River Watch to locate
Oregon chub in its preferred
habitat of slow water sloughs
and marshes.

The Oregon chub
(Oregonichthys crameri)
 Small minnow, maximum
length is 3 inches
 Found only in the
Willamette Valley of Oregon!
 Likes slow, freshwater
habitats near rivers like
beaver ponds, oxbows,
side channels, sloughs, and
marshes
 Eats tiny crustaceans
 Oregon chub numbers
were so low because flood
control measures, agricultural practices, and draining wetlands caused a huge
loss in their habitat
 Oregon chub were easily
devoured by nonnatives
like bass and bluegill because chub hide in vegetation, but the nonnatives
hunt in vegetation and ate
most of them
Check out the map of the Molalla River Watershed that
shows the known Oregon chub
populations (fish symbol).

“Any river is
really the
summation of
the whole
valley.
To think of it as
nothing but
water is to
ignore the
greater part.”
- Hal
Borland, This
Hill, This Valley

Map of Middle and Lower Molalla River Watershed with Oregon chub sites indicated by fish
symbols. Map created by Marilyn Daum.

Page 4

Splashes from the Molalla River

Prosperity in Local Ponds
In February 2015, we posted an
article in the Molalla Pioneer
and Canby Herald, urging locals
to contact us about ponds in
their backyards. We had a
great response. Many of the
landowners had an idea that
they had frogs on their property, but they were happy to have
Jim Holley, a volunteer coordinator and experienced amphibian egg mass identifier for Oregon Department of Fish &

Northern red-legged frog
egg mass found in a local
landowner’s pond.

“We forget that
the water cycle
and the life
cycle are one.”

Jim with northwestern salamander egg mass in a local
landowner’s pond.

Wildlife, tell them what
type of frogs and salamanders were laying
eggs in their ponds.
Frog egg masses that we
found included northern
red-legged frogs and
chorus frogs. Salamander egg masses that
were found on private
property around Molalla
and Canby included
northwestern salamanders and long-toed salamanders. We also saw
rough-skinned newts. It
was especially noteworthy to see northern redlegged frog egg masses
since it is a State Sensitive Species in Oregon.
A Sensitive Species has
threats causing declining
populations and/or degraded habitats. Northern red-legged frogs are
being affected by habitat Jim, a local landowner, and volunteer
loss and invasive bulllooking at chorus frog egg masses in a
frogs.
backyard pond.
It was a great opportunity to meet great local watershed stewards who have
ponds in their backyards that
they really care about.

Turtle surveys will begin in
April!

- Jacques
Cousteau

FUN FACT!
Fun Fact: The northern red-legged
frog’s scientific name is Rana aurora. In Latin, Rana means frog, and
aurora means dawn (probably
referring to the colors of sunrise
on the underside of the legs).
Underside of northern red-legged
frog showing colorful legs. Photo
by Gary Nafis.
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MORE FUN FACTS!

Fun Fact: Western pond turtles can live to more than 30 years in the wild. Photo by
Gary Nafis.

Fun Fact: The large leaves of the
skunk cabbage were used as “Indian
wax paper” to line berry gathering
baskets and berry-drying racks.
Photo by Deborah McConnell.

Fun Fact: Some Pacific chorus frogs (a.k.a. Pacific tree frogs) can change colors
depending on humidity. Left photo by Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife & right photo by Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife.

Fun Fact: Western painted turtles can hibernate underwater! Photo by Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.
Fun Fact: Indian plum is one of the earliest flowering shrubs
and its flowers can smell similar to watermelon rind and cat
urine. Photo by Ivan Phillipsen.
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The Latest in Knotweed Removal
What is knotweed?
Knotweed is a nonnative species that comes from Asia and
was planted in North America
as a garden ornamental. All
four species of woody knotweed, Japanese, Giant, Bohemian, and Himalayan, have
green or reddish hollow stems
with swollen joints, similar to
bamboo. They all form dense
stands up to 12 feet tall and
have bright green leaves that
are one to ten inches wide with
smooth edges.
Why it’s important to get rid
of knotweed
Knotweed is a noxious weed
that threatens our river’s

Useful brochure on knotweed
management from the WeedWise Program of Clackamas
County Soil & Water Conservation District. Download
the brochure from http://

conservationdistrict.org/?
wpfb_dl=206

health. Knotweed is fast growing and forms dense clumps that
outcompete native vegetation. It
eventually destroys important
fish and wildlife habitat. This
plant does so well because it can
grow from small root fragments
and is spread by seasonal flooding, garden waste, plant trades,
and contaminated equipment.
Streamside areas with dense
clumps of knotweed have increased erosion. Knotweed
grown around homes can negatively affect property value by
Knotweed infestation along the Molalla River.
damaging concrete, asphalt, and
home foundations.
 Spray knotweed in the Fall
(August to October) prior to
How to get rid of knotweed
a killing frost and complete
Current best management practices
leaf drop
advocated by the WeedWise Program of Clackamas County Soil &
 Spray all leaves and canes
Water Conservation District are
based on the Clackamas County
 Avoid spraying overhead by
SWCD knotweed management pamcutting knotweed stems in
phlet and the 2011 Oregon State
late spring and spray regrowth
University Extension Service publicain fall
tion, Biology and Management of
Knotweeds in Oregon.
 Allow canes to regrow to
 Chemical control is often the
maturity before retreating
only effective control
during or after flowering and
before leaf drop
 Apply herbicides like glyphosate
or imazapyr (choose products
 NOT RECOMMENDED:
approved for use around water)
cutting, pulling, or mowing
over multiple growing seasons,
because encourages denser
apply according to label direcnew growth
tions, and wear protective equipment

Get more information on knotweed management from this Oregon State
University Extension Service publication. It can be downloaded from http://
extension.oregonstate.edu/coos/sites/default/files/Forage/
knotweedmanageoregon.pdf
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Celebrate the Molalla River Party

Connie (local landowner), Fran (hostess), and Melissa
(Molalla River Watch Board Member) celebrating the Molalla
River. Photo by Cindy Bennett.

On

Sunday, March
22nd, I drove to Bill and Fran’s
house to attend a party to
“Celebrate the Molalla River”.
I am Molalla River Watch’s new
Restoration Project Coordinator and I started working in

article by Asako Yamamuro

December. Bill is Molalla River
with more than one organizaWatch’s Board Chair. Bill and
tion, in addition to being a local
Fran invited their friends whose and concerned landowner.
efforts have made the Molalla
It was great to hear folks talk
River Watershed a better
about how much the Molalla
place. In addition to seeing
River has been cleaned up and
Molalla River Watch members
how much more potential the
and meeting their partners, I
area has for improvements. I
was able to get to know more
look forward to working with
people from Molalla River Allieveryone to help enhance the
ance, Clackamas County Soil
Molalla River Watershed.
and Water Conservation District, Native Fish Society, and
Wilderness International Youth
Conservation
Corps. Over 20
people attended
and as a new staff
member to Molalla
River Watch, I was
able to meet most
of them. One
theme that I noticed was that
many people over- Asako (Molalla River Watch Staff), Bill
lapped in their
(host & Molalla River Watch Board
interests in the
Chair), and David (local landowner) enMolalla River by
joying the party. Photo by Cindy Bennett.
being associated

GET INVOLVED!
HELP ENHANCE AND PROTECT THE MOLALLA RIVER
You can also become a member and make donations on our website: www.molallariverwatch.org

 Volunteer
 Donate services, equipment, or materials

Please print

Date __________________
Name __________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________

 $100 Steward
 $250 River Patron
 $______ Other

 $20 Individual
 $25 Family
 $50 Friend

Phone __________________________________________________________
Email (for event contact) ____________________________________________
Area of Interest __________________________________________________

Make Checks Payable,
Detach, and Mail To:

Phone: 503-824-2195

Molalla River Watch, Inc.

 New Member
 Membership Renewal
 I would like information on corporate/
business membership

P.O. Box 867
Molalla, OR 97038-0867

Email: riverwatch@molalla.net

Website: www.molallariverwatch.org

All Contributions are Tax Deductible!

UPCOMING EVENTS
 April 18th - Spring River
Cleanup & Enhancement

Molalla River Watch, Inc.

 April 28th - Molalla River

Watch Board Meeting 7pm
at the Molalla Public Library

See website for more details
Molalla River Watch, Inc.
P.O. Box 867
Molalla, OR 97038-0867
503-824-2195
riverwatch@molalla.net

www.molallariverwatch.org

Purpose
Molalla River or to the Molalla River Corri To promote and encourage the enhancement, restoration, protection, beautification
dor
and preservation of the Molalla River for the
educational, recreational and monetary bene-  To conduct meetings, seminars, events, outings and educational activities for the purpose
fit of the community and public and for the
of fostering and promoting public interest in
benefit of future generations
and knowledge of the Molalla River Water To promote and encourage interest in watershed
shed preservation and ecological matters,
particularly as such matters pertain to the

Mission Statement
To preserve, protect and restore fish and wildlife habitat and water quality of the Molalla
River Watershed through education, conservation and restoration activities for present and
future generations

Follow us on Facebook,
too!

Molalla River Watch, Inc.
P.O. Box 867
Molalla, OR 97038-0867

