
Appreciation Barbecue.  

 

If you have any questions, please 

contact Kay Patteson at 503-

824-2195 or river-

watch@molalla.net.  

Mark your calendars for our 

yearly spring cleanup and en-

hancement event.  Our river 

cleanup is part of the statewide 

SOLVE IT Earth Day Event.  

Join us at 9 am on Saturday, 

April 18 at Feyrer Park.  

 

Come and register for the event 

at Feyrer Park on the day of the 

event or you can pre-register 

from the SOLVE website at the 

following link, http://

www.solveoregon.org/get-

involved/events/molalla-river-

cleanup-enhancement. 

 

Please come prepared with 

gloves, sturdy shoes, and appro-

priate clothes for the weather.  

After registration and instruc-

tions, volunteers will disperse to 

the Molalla River Corridor and 

other public river access areas 

near Molalla for river cleanup, 

trail work, or enhancement 

activities.  

 

After helping to make the Mo-

lalla River more beautiful, we 

will all return to Feyrer Park in 

the afternoon for a Volunteer 

Come Help Beautify the Molalla River!  

Fish Surveys Coming to a Stream Near You 

If you are a streamside landown-

er, Molalla River Watch may be 

sending you a form 

asking permission to 

survey the stream that 

is mapped on your 

property.  This April 

and May, we will con-

duct fish surveys on 

smaller streams in the 

lower portion of the 

Molalla River Water-

shed and the Milk 

Creek Watershed.  

These surveys will 

provide a more accu-

rate picture of where fish live by 

looking at smaller streams that 

have never been surveyed. 

 

The sheer number of smaller 

streams makes them especially 

important because they impact 

larger rivers downstream.  

Smaller streams also provide 

very important cooler refuge 

habitats during warmer months 

for fish and other wildlife that 

depend on cold water.  The 

information from these surveys 

will help guide future stream 

habitat protection and restora-

tion efforts.   

Molalla River Watch is 
dedicated to the 
enhancement, 

restoration, protection, 
beautification, and 
preservation of the 

Molalla River Watershed  
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During our Fall River Cleanup and Enhancement event, Scout 

Troop 161 helped plant 155 native trees & shrubs.  Last yearõs 

fall and spring SOLVE events brought out a total of 86 volun-

teers! 

Landowner with fish from his stream.  

Photo by Ted Labbe. 



Of  the years that I have been 

involved with Molalla River Watch, the past 

two years have been the most rewarding. 

Thanks to all those who have helped make 

our awesome Molalla River a better place.  

 

As construction of the two beautiful BLM 

campgrounds was winding down, MRW 

began work restoring many of the heavily 

impacted and degraded sites scattered 

along the upper river. MRW received a 

$15,000 DEQ Oregon 319 Nonpoint 

Source Implementation Grant. Federal 

funds were made available through the 

Clean Water Act. Matching funds from 

various sources boosted the total value of 

the project budget to over $28,000. Con-

tributing partners include the Salem BLM, 

Clackamas County Soil & Water Conserva-

tion District and Canby Utility Board. Wil-

derness International Conservation crews, 

Molalla River Watch vol-

unteers and scouts have 

planted, mulched, and 

watered 2400 native 

plants. More planting is 

planned for the coming 

year.  

 

The BLMõs Recreation 

Plan calls for improve-

ments to the Molalla Trail 

System that reduce ero-

sion and trail maintenance. Youth work 

crews and volunteers have completed 

improvements to nine trail segments. 

More projects are in the planning phase.  

 

I am excited to introduce Asako Yama-

muro as our new Restoration Project 

Coordinator. Asako has been getting to 

know landowners in the watershed and 

exploring streams and wetlands. She 

studied stream ecology as part of 

her graduate curriculum and fo-

cused her research on aquatic 

insects. She has a Masterõs Degree 

from the University of Notre 

Dame in Biological Sciences and a 

Doctorate from Oregon State 

University in Zoology. Asako also 

has experience as a fisheries and 

hydrology technician working for 

the Olympic National Forest and 

the Willamette National Forest.  

 

Asako says òI am passionate about 

protecting watersheds. I like the 

aspect of working for a community 

and with people interested in pre-

serving their watershed.ó In her 

free time, she enjoys hiking, camp-

ing, creating art, 

and learning about 

animals and nature. 

Asako has shown 

that she has many 

skills which will 

benefit MRW.  

 

Much of the funding 

for Asakoõs part-

time position was provided through 

a generous grant from Clackamas 

County Soil & Water Conservation 

District.  

Molalla River Watch partnered 

with Clackamas County Soil and 

Water Conservation District and 

other local organizations to en-

tertain and inform community 

members about restoration pro-

jects and the great habitat on 

Milk Creek and other tributaries 

of the Molalla River. Over 100 

people joined in the fun at Camp 

Adams!  

      Notes from the Chair  article by Bill Taylor  

Milk Creek Watershed Celebration  article by 

      Kay Patteson 

Canyon Creek Restoration  article by Kay Patteson 

Molalla River Watch received an 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement 

Board Small Grant for a project 

on Canyon Creek near Colton. A 

levee, which blocked several side 

channels to form a pond, was 

removed. The project restored 

flow in the side channels, critical 

habitat for fish and prevented 

fish entrapment during low sum-

mer flow.  

Page 2 Splashes from the Molalla River  

Wilderness International Youth Crew works on 

trail along the Molalla River with Bill (far right). 

Claudia, the Chinook salmon, educating Milk 

Creek Watershed Celebration attendees 

about the salmon life cycle.  Photo by Lisa 

Kilder. 

Volunteers planting the Bobcat restoration site at last yearõs 

spring SOLVE event. 


